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By Judy Fahys | The Salt Lake Tribune

Utah Senate spikes hot-button
nuclear power bill
Utility bills » The proposal would use a rate hike to help fund Blue Castle
plant.

First Published Mar 01 2013 06:21 pm • Last Updated Mar 01 2013 11:03 pm

Senators killed a controversial bill Friday to give a boost, with help from electric ratepayers, to Utah’s
first proposed nuclear power plant.

Sponsoring Sen. Curt Bramble told colleagues he was asking to bury SB199 because it wasn’t needed,
and he pointed to a letter from the Public Service Commission saying its current regulations already
account for nuclear power. But, by singling out the bill and guaranteeing it won’t rise again before the
session ends March 14, the Provo Republican also signaled strong feelings behind the scenes for a
measure proposed by advocates for the proposed Blue Castle nuclear plant.

"It appears that what was originally requested" by the
proponents, said Bramble in an interview, "was not what
was reflected in the draft of the bill" submitted to the
Legislature’s attorneys.

The measure was to have allowed the Utah Public Service
Commission to free a utility like Rocky Mountain Power to
charge ratepayers for higher-cost energy — like nuclear
power — instead of cheaper options. It also would have
allowed the utility to pass on project costs to ratepayers
before delivering power.

Blue Castle President and CEO Aaron Tilton said SB199
treated his multibillion-dollar, 3,000-megawatt nuclear
plant just like any other renewable energy project. He said
he welcomed the Senate vote.

"We were trying to get clarity on the process," said the
former legislator. "That [PSC letter] clarifies it for us."

Consumer advocates including Utah AARP and the state’s
consumer office had worried important ratepayer
protections were being sacrificed.

The Healthy Environment Alliance of Utah, which is suing
to block the nuclear plant, applauded Bramble’s move.

"Utah customers don’t want to be on the hook for a costly
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and risky nuclear power plant," said Executive Director
Christopher Thomas. "Blue Castle made a desperate
attempt to force us to pay for their nuclear gamble, but
state leaders saw through it."

fahys@sltrib.com

Twitter: @judyfahys

Copyright 2013 The Salt Lake Tribune. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or
redistributed.

Download
Share
Embed

1

of1

Join the Discussion
Post a Comment
Read All Comments (9)

story continues below

Utah students take quick steps to learning
the business of dance
Published Mar 2, 2013 01:01:07AM

On the Job: Your true color comes out in
the way you work
Published Mar 2, 2013 01:01:07AM

Small Talk: Businesses trying to limit
budget-cut damage
Published Mar 2, 2013 01:01:07AM

Stage notes: ‘Shrek’ in SLC, ‘My Fair
Lady’ in Ogden and student productions
Published Mar 2, 2013 01:01:06AM

        

SpaceX Capsule to Supply
ISS Hits Trou…

SLCDailyDeal.com

Videos

Jobs

Summit County
Senior Engineer Summit County Is Curr...

Spot Business Systems
Telephone Technical Support. Requires...

Innovative Excavation
Maintenance/mechanic. Minimum 1 Yr Ex...

Idaho State University
It Systems Integration Analyst Isu Cl...

Community Health Centers, Inc
Clinic Director Work For An Organizat...

Shopping

S&S ROOFING, INC

mailto:fahys@sltrib.com
http://twitter.com/judyfahys
http://www.sltrib.com/pages/privacy
http://www.scribd.com/document_downloads/128063610?extension=pdf&from=embed&source=embed
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
http://www.sltrib.com/sltrib/politics/55932915-90/nuclear-power-utah-plant.html.csp#comments
http://www.sltrib.com/sltrib/politics/55932915-90/nuclear-power-utah-plant.html.csp#comments
http://www.sltrib.com/sltrib/entertainment2/55913983-223/dance-students-business-com.html.csp
http://www.sltrib.com/sltrib/money/55921505-79/says-zichy-boss-color.html.csp
http://www.sltrib.com/sltrib/money/55921657-79/cuts-business-companies-government.html.csp
http://www.sltrib.com/sltrib/entertainment2/55912502-223/march-tickets-presents-saturday.html.csp
http://www.facebook.com/saltlaketribune
http://www.twitter.com/sltrib
http://www.pinterest.com/sltrib
http://www.youtube.com/sltrib
http://www.sltrib.com/csp/cms/sites/sltrib/pages/mobile.csp
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/salt-lake-tribune/id396990949?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/sl-tribune/id434734447?mt=8&uo=4
http://www.sltrib.com/pages/email
http://www.sltrib.com/pages/email
http://www.sltrib.com/pages/rss
http://slcdailydeal.com/
http://jobs.sltrib.com/topjobs/details.php?id=3268
http://jobs.sltrib.com/topjobs/details.php?id=3269
http://jobs.sltrib.com/topjobs/details.php?id=3246
http://jobs.sltrib.com/topjobs/details.php?id=3258
http://jobs.sltrib.com/topjobs/details.php?id=3251
http://jobs.sltrib.com/topjobs/
http://jobs.sltrib.com/
http://shopping.sltrib.com/listings/ind/S%26S+ROOFING%2C+INC/8084

